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Major General Frank H. Smoker, Jr., USAF (Retired), 85, of Lebanon, PA,
passed away on July 16, 2010, following a lengthy illness. Born in Columbia,
Lancaster Co., PA, he was the son of the late F. Harold and Catherine
Smoker. He was a 1943 graduate of Columbia High School, Franklin and
Marshall College, Auburn University, and the Air War College at Maxwell Air
Force Base, AL. He was the husband of Kathleen Farrow Smoker, formerly of
Wellingborough, England, with whom he would have celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary in December. Also surviving are a sister, Sarah Boice
(The Rev. James), Chambersburg, PA; and brother, Richard Smoker (Marion),
Sun City, FL; daughter, Barbara Harvey, North Wales, PA; son, Colonel David
Smoker, PAANG, (Brenda) New Cumberland, PA; son and daughter, Dung
and Loi Phung, Lebanon, PA; and grandchildren: Amanda Swarr, Seattle, WA;
Jessica Stout, Quakertown, PA; Manh Phung, Ashburn, VA; Thao Wessler,
(Jared) Royersford, PA; Captain Tien Phung, USAF, (fiancé-Elizabeth
Johnson) Scott AFB, MO; and 5 great grandchildren. Gen Smoker was a
veteran of World War II. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps in February 1943
and served in the 8th Air Force, where he was assigned to the 325th Bomb
Squadron, 92nd Bomb Group, Podington Air Base, England. He flew 26
combat missions over Germany as a B-17 navigator, totaling 222 combat
hours. He met his wife, Kathleen, while serving in England. He joined the
Pennsylvania Air National Guard in 1946 and graduated from the United
States Air Force Pilot Training in 1952. During the 1960’s, he flew numerous



worldwide transport missions in C-121 aircraft, including five combat missions
into Vietnam. He flew a total of over 5,000 hours. During his 42 year military
career, he had numerous assignments, including Commander of the
Pennsylvania Air National Guard for seven years prior to his retirement in
1985. Upon retirement he was promoted to the honorary rank of Lieutenant
General, Pennsylvania National Guard Retired List. He received numerous
awards and decorations, foremost of which was the Air Force’s highest
peacetime decoration presented upon retirement, the Air Force Distinguished
Service Medal. He was awarded the Air Medal with Three Oak Leaf Clusters,
the Bronze Medallion presented by the Chapel of the Four Chaplains, and the
Order of Aaron and Hur Award presented by the Chief of Chaplains, United
States Army. He was also awarded the rank of Distinguished Eagle Scout by
the Boy Scouts of America in 1989 and was inducted into the Pennsylvania
Air National Guard Hall of Fame in 1992 and the Dept. of Military and
Veterans Hall of Fame in 1998. In 1994, Gen. Smoker was honored as one of
six generals who were born and raised in Columbia. He was the recipient of
the Thirty-Third Degree, the highest honor of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, conferred by the Supreme Council, A.A.S.R., September 1998.
Gen Smoker was instrumental in founding the Pennsylvania National Guard
Museum at Fort Indiantown Gap. He served as Museum President of the
Board of Directors. He also served in a volunteer capacity on various
community organizations, including Chairman of the Board in the Lebanon
County Chapter of the American Red Cross and the Board of Directors of
United Way of Lebanon County. He was a member of numerous
organizations, including the Air Force Association, the National Guard
Associations of the United States and of Pennsylvania; Columbia Lodge #286,
F & AM, the National Sojourners Harrisburg Ch. 76, and the National Eagle
Scout Association. Gen And Mrs. Smoker were actively involved with the
Vietnamese refugees at Fort Indiantown Gap in 1975. The Smoker family
resided at Fort Indiantown Gap from 1953 to 1985. Gen Smoker is the author
of Back at the Gap, The History of Fort Indiantown Gap, published in 2009.



His column entitled “Back at the Gap” appeared in the Lebanon Daily News
from 2003 to 2005. There will be no viewing. A memorial service will be held
on Wednesday July 21,2010 at 11:30 AM from the Post Chapel, Fort
Indiantown Gap. Seating in chapel is limited. Interment at 1:00 PM at Fort
Indiantown Gap National Cemetery with full military honors. In lieu of flowers,
donations to PA National Guard Military Museum, Fort Indiantown Gap. Bldg.
T-8-57, Annville, PA 17003-5002, would be appreciated. 
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Jeff & Jill Still - July 20, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Dave & Brenda, Our Thoughts & Prayers are with you and your
family during this time of sorrow. May the Lord our God bring peace
to you and yours. God Bless Jeff and Jill

Rick & Ann Daldo - July 19, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Dave and Brenda Our deepest sympathies go out to you. General
Smoker was a wonderful person and we were blessed to have
known him. God Bless.

Bob Hoffman - July 19, 2010 at 12:00 AM

I share my deepest sympathy with Mrs. Smoker,Barbara and David
and families .Gen. Smoker was a gentleman of great
accomplishment and a true friend. His kindness and support have
been cherished by me these many years. I join family and so many
friends in mourning his passing. God bless , Bob Hoffman

Ruth Anne Miller - July 18, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Dear Kathleen: I was so sorry to learn of Gen. Smoker's death. He
will be missed and remembered for his many wonderful qualities
and his concern and care for others. My thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family. With love,
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John Singer - July 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathies to his family and friends in this time of loss.
While I only had the pleasure of knowing him a short time, his
character and heart lives on in the beautiful reflection of those
people his life touched. This world is a better place having had him
in it. My thoughts and prayers will be with you.

Janet Taylor - July 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Janet Taylor and children Ryan and Andrew Kemp send their
warmest thoughts and prayers. God Bless.

SGT Damian J. M. Smith - July 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Your dad's spirit will be sadly missed. We will do our best to keep
his goals alive for future generations. Sincerely, Sgt Smith


